h:A->R* satisfying (i) h is continuous in A ; (ii) h maps the boundary of A homeomorphically onto C; (iii) each component hk of h is a harmonic f unction in the interior of
The proof depends on a close analysis of the behavior of a minimal surface in the neighborhood of a branch point. The following property is used. Suppose that a solution surface h had a branch point. We may assume that it lies at the origin. Condition (b) of the lemma would contradict property (ii). But using (a) we can replace h in a neighborhood of w = 0 by a mapping having the same boundary values but strictly smaller area, contradicting (iv).
Details will appear elsewhere.
